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SYNTHETIC DRUGS 
Statement 

HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [9.51 pm]: I rise once again to speak about the ongoing issue of 
synthetic drugs. I am pleased to speak on a positive note, as the Misuse of Drugs Amendment (Psychoactive 
Substances) Bill 2015 was announced today by Hon Helen Morton and the Minister for Police, 
Hon Liza Harvey. 
I have fought to see change in this area. Countless family members and people from the community have 
approached me with their concerns about synthetic drugs. It may be that they have a child, sibling or partner who 
is hooked on these substances and they have seen them tear people’s lives apart and also the lives of their 
families. It was around a year ago today that I tried to table my drugs legislation in this Parliament; it did not 
quite get up, but I am pleased to see that very soon this bill will be upon us to deal with and to pass. 
There is a business I am very disappointed in, and I will not mention the business by name because I will not 
bother advertising it, but it is a business in Fremantle. This chap thinks he is doing something good for the 
community by selling psychoactive substances because he thinks it will get people off some of the other drugs, 
like heroin and cocaine. What a bloody idiot. He is also selling things like fake urine and mouthwash and a 
special shampoo to clean the hair follicles—on one’s head, that would be. It is for fly in, fly out workers who 
have taken synthetic drugs to help them pass the drugs test. 
Members will be aware that recently it was revealed that there were problems on HMAS Stirling, with a number 
of suicides. I live in that area and I mix with some of those people and yes, there is a drug issue. One of the 
problems is that not everyone on HMAS Stirling is tested. It is done randomly—25 per cent of personnel—and 
that needs to change. However, they do not stand there watching while the people have a urine test. People can 
basically buy one of these kits and get away with it, and that is happening. That is something else that needs to 
be dealt with, but hopefully this legislation will be passed and maybe then the likes of mouthwash, shampoo and 
fake urine will no longer be needed because it will be illegal to buy any psychoactive substances. 
It has been acknowledged across the world that these substances cannot be dealt with like other illicit drugs 
because they can be made from a combination of chemicals and are varied in their strength and level of effects. It 
has always been very difficult for authorities to swiftly deal with them and there has always been a time lag in 
the seizure, testing and banning of synthetic drugs. Even though our government has been very successful in 
banning the chemicals that are used to make these drugs, there has been a bit of a catch-up because these very 
clever little operators keep changing the chemical composition and then, wham, it is back on the shelves again 
under a different name, like “Climax” or whatever it is. I am pleased to see that the legislation announced by the 
minister today will ban all psychoactive substances. 

I am not sure if I brought this into the house previously, but if I had, I am sure the Deputy President would not 
have let me table it. It was a breath spray and I think Hon Darren West might have said something about it. It 
was just a gimmick; it did not have any psychoactive chemicals in it, but there were 12 or 13-year-old kids on 
the packet as models, saying, “This is all right to buy this stuff.” I will not mention the shop that was selling this, 
but it was being displayed at the viewing height of a five-year-old child, with the advertising saying, “This is all 
right, you’ll be able to sneak away and get whacked behind your mum’s back”, and all this sort of thing. Even 
though it is just a gimmick, those sorts of products will also be banned under this legislation. 

I acknowledge that Hon Sue Ellery, when she found out about this, actually offered to come down and have a 
look at all of it, and she did, and I was grateful that she wanted to make the effort to come down. 

Hon Sue Ellery: Just the threat was enough! 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: Yes! 

I have recently been down to the shop that we will not name and all the stuff was off the shelves already, so they 
know what is coming. I do not know whether everybody agrees with this approach, but I do, and from talking to 
my senior sergeant at the Rockingham Police Station, I believe that there will be doorknocking on all these 
businesses—it probably already started today—to let them know what is coming. Hopefully they will have a 
chance to clean up their shelves and take what they are selling off their shelves before the bill comes before this 
house and is passed. They will then be subject to going to jail for four years or paying a $48 000 fine. 

It has taken a year to get this bill announced by Hon Helen Morton, and for those who know me, I am a very 
impatient person. I am a cabinet-maker by trade in a small business. My mum and dad never thought I would 
ever be in this place as a politician; they still cannot believe it, but I am. 

Hon Sue Ellery: Neither can we!  
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Hon PHIL EDMAN: Fair enough. 

I guess in small business, I never had time to wait around to get things done. If I did, I would be broke. I had to 
buy materials and build a cabinet, otherwise a customer would be on my back. If it was not done in time, I would 
be taken to consumer affairs or something or other. I am used to getting things done quickly; I have to be that 
way because of customer demand. That is inbred in me, and I make no apologies for it. I am very much an 
impatient little bugger. That will never change, whether I am an MP or back with a pencil behind my ear pushing 
through some chipboard with a panel saw because that is the way I was brought up. 

Regardless of that, I am very pleased that this new legislation was announced today. If anybody is listening out 
there, whether it be drug dealers or shop owners who think it is really clever, smart and profitable to sell these 
sorts of substances to people, they are now on borrowed time. The law will be coming after them and they will 
pay the penalty for what they have done. To the families who have been affected by drugs, all I can do is 
apologise that the bill has not come to this place sooner. I am sorry for the pain that they must be going through. 
That will now come to an end. My wish is that these families can repair themselves and get some counselling or 
whatever needs to be done to have that family unity and what is so special to all of us—not Parliament but 
family. Family is important. I commend this bill, once it comes to the house. Once again, I congratulate my 
government for getting this bill up and ready.  

House adjourned at 10.00 pm 

__________  
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